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Abstract
In this article, we overview the new public interest corporation system in Japan, and also discuss the
authorization system for public interest corporations.  Especially, we discuss on the issue of how to treat the
volunteer labors (contributed services) in calculating the ratio of business for public interest purposes.  In
conclusion, we suggest that even the simple and general contributed services by the volunteers should be
respected in calculation of the ratio for the authorization in accordance with the purposes of the new system
which is for promoting the public interest.  
In Japan, the new public interest corporation system just started on December 1, 2008.  Although public
interest corporations, which were to be established based on the article 34 of the Civil Law instituted in 1896
(Meiji 29), had played a very important role for promoting the public interest in Japanese society for over the
100 years, various issues and problems concerning the systemic and the operational area had been pointed
out.  In response to these issues and also for updating the system itself, the new system was implemented.
The authorization system is one of the most distinctive features of the new system.
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